56         The Referendum in Switzerland

Some attempts to modify or otherwise revise this
constitution were made by Bonaparte, who, acting
as " mediator/' summoned the Swiss delegates to
Malmaison towards the end of the month of April
1801, in order to submit the scheme of a new con-
stitution for their consideration. This draft made
some important concessions to the Federalist party,
whose aim was to preserve the cantonal sovereignty
from the would-be centralisers. It was provisionally
adopted on the 29th of May 1801 by the Legislative
Council of the Helvetic republic, but was altered by
the Centralist party on the 24th October 1801, and
remodelled again by the Federalist party on the 27th
of February 1802.

Finally, after a great deal of political agitation, we
get the Constitution of the 2Oth of May 1802. This
last is the only one of all the ephemeral constitutions
of the epoch which is of interest to us, and then
not so much by reason of its contents as from the
manner in which it came into operation.

All the citizens who had reached twenty years of
age were called upon to ratify this constitution in
their respective communes. For this purpose re-
gisters were placed for four days in the various
communal chanceries, in order that each citizen
might enter his name as either accepting or re-
jecting the constitution. The result was that 72,453
citizens voted for it and 92,423 voted against, while
167,172 refrained from voting altogether. Although

the primary assemblies for adoption or rejection." "Art. 107. If
the primary assemblies accept them, they shall become a funda-
mental part of the constitution." This provision never came into
practice. See Borgeaud, p. 260.]